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Today we heard Jesus speaking to followers who were filled with feeling of 

grief and fear.  It was beginning to sink in that Jesus would be killed.  And when he 

was killed they would be left orphaned.  I think grief and fear are natural reactions 

to abandonment.  “What will we do after you are gone? Our whole life has been 

with you, and now you are leaving.  What now?!”   

Jesus’ answer to that “what now” question makes up the material for most of 

the middle part of the book of John.  “What happens after you leave?”  And Jesus’ 

straightforward and comforting answer is,  “I will not leave you orphaned.”  He 

says to them,  “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be 

with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth… You know him, because he abides 

with you, and he will be in you.”  Jesus says to them,  “I am going, but the Holy 

Spirit is coming.” 

During this season of Easter the lessons have been doing two things.  The 

gospel has been looking back at the Easter event.  These readings have been full of 

resurrection appearances.  But the first readings, from Acts, have been looking 

forward to Pentecost, that day in our church year when we celebrate the coming of 

the Holy Spirit.  Now, with two more weeks to go until Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 

theme pops up in our Gospel.  Clearly, we have moved beyond the empty tomb.  We 

are now walking with the risen Lord.  Next Sunday we hear about the Ascension 

when this risen Lord will be taken up from our sight.  But what then?  Are we left 

gazing into the sky?  Are we abandoned?  Are we left orphaned?  No.  God’s 

presence comes back to us as tongues of fire. 

Now we begin looking ahead to Pentecost and considering the nature of the 

Holy Spirit.  Considering the Holy Spirit is something we don’t do enough of.  We 
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confess that God has revealed himself to us in three ways;  as Father, as Son, and as 

Holy Spirit.  However, we of the Western world place a much greater emphasis on 

the Son, Jesus Christ, in our hymns, in our prayers, in our preaching.  When we 

neglect the Holy Spirit we neglect an entire rich and exciting dimension in which 

God interacts with us.  Pastor Kinsey, my ordination sponsor and hometown pastor, 

used to contend that the rise of Pentecostalism in the 20th Century was due to the 

mainline denominations’ centuries long lack of emphasis on the Holy Spirit. 

Holy Spirit preaching becomes more difficult for us ministers simply because 

it is hard to wrap our minds around something we can’t see.  God the creator left 

evidence – sun, moon, earth, stars.  Things we can see.  God the redeemer left 

evidence – eye witnesses who wrote down a history of his words and deeds.  But Gad 

as spirit left … what? … Feelings?  Impressions?  Intuition?  Emotions?  Ideas?  

Inspirations?  Things we can’t see?  How do you talk aout that?!  Spirit.  There’s no 

handle to grab onto. 

I was in Cracker Barrel the other day to pick up some take-out.  Yes, I was 

wearing a mask and gloves.  So was the cashier.  By the cash register was a basket of 

shiny stones.  Each little smooth stone had a word on it like “peace” or “serenity.”  

The idea was to put one of these stones in your pocket and experience peace or 

serenity each time you touch it.  Touch stones are nothing new.  The idea that a 

stone can actually impart these states of being is pure superstition.  But I thought, as 

I stood there waiting to pay my bill, isn’t that human of us to need to ground an 

ethereal concept like “peace” with an earthly substance like stone.  It is as if we need 

something weighty to bring the lofty down to earth. 

You and I need touch stones for our faith as well.  No, not shiny pebbles with 

words on them which you can buy at Cracker Barrel.  But we need something we 

can hear, see, and touch which connects us with the spirit of God.  Luther was one 

who believed that we must have touchstones.  Luther believed that God does not 
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send God’s spirit without grounding it in something we can see, feel, hear, or smell.  

For Martin Luther, that touchstone was nothing less than the word of God. 

I quote Luther:   “We must constantly handle, preach, bear, and inculcate the 

Word until the Holy Spirit comes.  There is no other way to reach this desired end.”  

I like this next Luther quote:  “To sit in a corner, to gape heavenward, and wait to 

see Him come is sheer folly.  The Word is the only bridge and patch by which the 

Holy Spirit comes to us.” 

The Bible is such a touchstone, but only if you actually touch it!  As in pick it 

up, open it, read it, and think about it.  The current issue of The Lutheran has a 

picture of an open Bible which has three different highlighter colors on most of the 

verses, marginal notations scribbled all over it, and dozens of those little plastic tabs 

sticking out from the edges.  Now, that’s a touchstone!  And, if you can’t pick the 

word up and touch it with your fingers or read it with your eyes, then at least hear it 

as we bring it to you on Sunday mornings.  Who knew that Facebook could be a 

vehicle for the Word of God?! 

God’s grace comes in touchstones – things we can hear, see, and touch.  

Water is such a touchstone.  The first time the Holy Spirit ever came to any of us 

was at our baptism.  When water was poured as scripture was read, the Holy Spirit 

came.  Water is a touchstone.  The word is a touchstone.  When we can once again 

gather at the altar for communion, the bread will be a touchstone.  The wine will be 

a touchstone.   

In our Lutheran tradition, we hold fast to the belief that God’s grace comes to 

us in two ways – by word and sacrament.  Word and sacrament.  These are the 

things which give life, deliverance, and life beyond life.  Elizabeth Eaton, our ELCA 

Presiding Bishop, reminds us that, during this time of Coronavirus when we cannot 

gather for the sacrament, God’s grace still comes to us fully, wholly, and abundantly 

through the word.   
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So, this week and next we prepare for Pentecost – the coming of the Holy 

Spirit.  How I wish that we could be together wearing red and having a grand 

liturgical parade with the cross and processional candles.  (Maybe you can wear 

your red pajamas as you watch the service!!)  As we prepare, let the touchstone of 

our faith be the Word of God … the word which brings life, sustains life, and makes 

life colorful. 

 

 

 


