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Sunday, August 16, 2020  

Bible Story:  Psalm 67 

Bible Verse: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us. 
 Psalm 67:1 
 
Does the first verse of the Psalm sound familiar? When do we hear it during our worship 
service? As you read the rest of the Psalm, think about who can hear these words. Is it limited 
to one group of people or one point in history? Does it seem like it can be for everyone? 
 May the peoples praise you, O God; May all the peoples praise you. 
 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly 
 And guide the nations of the earth. 
 
Our recent lessons have alternated between the books of Isaiah and Kings, the powerful kings 
and the prophets who remind the powerful about God. These Old Testament books were 
written for the Jewish people thousands of years ago, but they still seem to want to include us 
in the story. Read Isaiah 56:1, 6-8. 
 This is what the Lord says,  

“Maintain justice and do what is right for my salvation is close at hand . . .  
And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to serve him,  
To love the name of the Lord, and to worship him,  
All who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant – 
These I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer . . . .” 
 

Do we as Christians today do the things that are mentioned in Isaiah, strive for justice, love and 
serve God, keep the Sabbath and worship God? And yet, was Isaiah writing for us, Americans in 
2020? Or are we the foreigners?  It seems like we are included in the promise to find joy in the 
house of the Lord.  
 
Now read the Gospel lesson from the New Testament, Matthew 15:21-28. Again, these Gospel 
stories were written almost 2000 years ago for the Jewish people to help them understand who 
Jesus was. And there was a woman, who was not Jewish, who cried out to Jesus to heal her 
daughter. Jesus’ disciples urge him to send her away, but she does not go. She reminds Jesus 
that everyone deserves his grace, deserves the joy to be part of God’s house. Jesus knows that 
she has faith, even though she is not Jewish, and he heals her daughter. 
 
How do these stories affect us now? Are we the foreigners from Isaiah or the woman who was 
not Jewish? Sometimes we are part of the “in-crowd,” but sometimes we are not. Does Jesus 
want us, as his followers, to be an exclusive group or an inclusive group? How does Christ the 
Servant Lutheran Church try to be inclusive? What can we do to be more inclusive? 
 
Christ the Servant has a welcome statement that invites everyone to join us. Have you read it? 
Hear is the link to the CTS website where you can go to read it: https://www.christserves.org/ 
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Activity 
 
Do you like ice cream cones or ice cream sundaes? My favorite kind of sundae is with chocolate ice 
cream and chocolate sprinkles. What is your favorite? Maybe you like to mix different kinds of ice cream 
and have multi-colored sprinkles.  
 
Let’s make a CTS sundae with multi-colored “sprinkles” that represent different ways we can welcome 
everyone to be a part of our church community. 

1. Cut out a bowl for the ice cream and write CTS Sundae on it. 
2. Cut out some circles for the ice cream. You can use brown for chocolate, white for vanilla, and 

pink for strawberry, or you can be creative with your “flavors.” 
3. Cut out different colored ovals for the sprinkles. Don’t make them too small.  
4. On each one, write a way that you can make people feel welcome, either at CTS, or at school, or 

in your neighborhood. It can be some things you can do now and some things you can do when 
we are all together again. 

 
 


