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Oct. 24, 2021 

Christ the Servant, Reston  

Pentecost 22 

 Mark 12:38-44   (not appointed text) 

 

 

 

You can tell it is fall at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church.   The 

finance committee is preparing to propose a budget to our Congregation 

Council for 2021.  They will be taking a close look at all the expenses they 

can anticipate for next year.   They will be making guesses at what the 

income will be.  They will be holding the two up side-by-side.  Their 

committee prayers go something like this, “Dear God, please make the 

anticipated income at least as much as the anticipated expenses.”  But it 

never seems to work out that way, does it? 

I like to tell the story about the congregational meeting in which the 

budget was to be approved.  After it had been presented Clem stood up, 

banged his fist on the back of a pew and said,  “I demand to see the budget 

broken down.”  In a very low key voice the pastor said,  “Why don’t you 

just wait a few months, Clem?  The budget usually breaks down by 

September.” 

You can tell it is fall at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church if we 

are sending out statements-of-intended-giving forms and if the pastor is 

preaching his annual money sermon as I am doing this morning.  You can 

tell it is fall at CTS if we are looking forward to Response Sunday – next 

Sunday. 

You can tell it is fall at CTS if the word “stewardship” crops up 

quite a bit.   This is all fine and good.  I am one who firmly believes that 

pledging is the only way a congregation can do accurate budget planning 
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and these every member responses are a time-honored way of increasing 

donations to the church.  However, in all of this we may have done some 

injustice to the concept of stewardship. 

Interesting word, steward.  In Old English it was something like “sty-

ward” – and meant the warden of the sty, or the person who was in charge 

of the pigs.  Over time it came to mean the one who managed a large 

estate.  The stewards never actually owned any of what they managed, but 

they cared for it just as if it were their own. 

Now, with our fall stewardship campaigns, we have come to the idea 

that stewardship means giving some of our time, some of our talent, and 

some of our treasure to the church.  So, stewardship has been reduced to 

the concept of giving some of our stuff to God.  Let’s try to recapture the 

biblical meaning of stewardship. 

Here is an illustration of what I mean:  “Many years ago a Louisiana 

firm was asked to undertake a title search for some property in New 

Orleans.  They successfully traced the title way back to the Louisiana 

Purchase in 1803.  But their clients were not satisfied with that.  ‘Go back 

farther’ they said.  And so the search went on.  Finally, the law firm wrote 

the following letter to their clients:  ‘Gentlemen; Please be advised that in 

the year 1803 the United States of America acquired the territory of 

Louisiana from the Republic of France by purchase.  The Republic of 

France, in turn, acquired title from the Spanish Crown by conquest;  the 

Spanish Crown having obtained it by virtue of the discoveries of one 

Christopher Columbus, who had been authorized to undertake his journey 

by Isabella, Queen of Spain, who obtained sanction for the voyage from 

the Pope, the Vicar of Christ, who is the son and heir of Almighty God, 

who made Louisiana.” 
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Ultimately, all things come from God.  All things.  Your property.  

Your food.  Your clothing.  Your life.  It came from God.  It will go back to 

God.  And while you are on this earth you are simply using that which is 

really God’s.  We are stewards of a great gift which really doesn’t belong 

to us. 

Consider our gospel.   “Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and 

watched the multitude putting money into the treasury.  Many rich people 

put in large sums.  And a poor widow came and put in two copper coins 

which make a penny.  And he called his disciples to him, and said to them,  

‘Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who 

are contributing to the treasury.  For they all contributed out of their 

abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, her 

whole living.”  Consider that for a moment.  She had two copper coins.  

Two.  She could have put one in and saved one for herself, to use for food 

or whatever.  That would certainly be commendable.  50% for a poor 

widow!  But she gave all she had.  ALL! 

Stewardship doesn’t mean giving God some of the time, some of the 

treasurers, and some of the talents.  It means that we put in our whole 

selves into that offering plate --  all of what we do with our work time, our 

family time, our leisure time.  It means that we are not just Christians on 

Sunday morning or before meals as we say prayers we no longer pay 

attention to.  We are Christians all the time.  Everyone we meet is a child 

of God who needs love, care, and understanding.  Every place we go is a 

place created by God and deserves our care and respect.  Everything we 

own came from God and can be used to God’s glory. 

This is the one sermon out of 52 that you allow me to get down and 

dirty in talking dollars and sense.  (That’s “s e n s e.”)  Each year I 

encourage you to intentionally do proportionate giving.  That is, look at 
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your income and ask what proportion is right for you to give back to God.  

Tithing is a good goal.  Tithing is 10%.  People often ask, “Does tithing 

mean giving 10% only to the church or to all charities?”  They will ask,  

“Should I base my proportionate giving on my net income or my gross 

income?”  And the answer to all these questions is, ‘yes!’  It’s never an 

either-or proposition.  It’s a yes or no proposition.  You simply need to say 

‘yes’ to the bigger question and the answer to the technical questions will 

come later. 

CTS does very well with its stewardship.  We have a history of 

taking our Every Member Response seriously.  Most of our members 

return the Estimate of Giving form you received in the mail recently.  Most 

of our members to intentional proportionate giving.  This has enabled us to 

budget accurately each year and to meet that budget.  CTS is surviving 

Covid.  Our pulse is strong. 

This next year we have the added challenge of meeting a $100,000 

goal for a new roof.   Most all of our offerings now come in through the 

mailbox rather than the offering plate and that is not only “ok,” it is 

encouraged.   Many, if not most, of our members have now switched to 

automatic giving either by directing their bank to send a regular check or 

through VANCO, our online giving program. 

Next week is Response Sunday.  If you are coming in person I 

encourage you to bring your response form with you to present at the 

altar.  If you are worshiping virtually I encourage you to remit it through 

the mail. 

In the meantime please reflect on the blessings God has given you 

and pray about your own response. 

 


