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Sunday, January 10, 2021  

Bible Story:  Mark 1:4-11 
 

Bible Verse:  As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

 Mark 1:10 
 

Lesson:   
The gospel of Mark is interesting because it does not start with Jesus’ birth like Matthew and 
Luke, but starts with Jesus’ baptism by John. John was preaching a baptism of repentance for  
the forgiveness of sins. Many people went to be baptized by John in the Jordan River. He told 
them, “I will baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8) 
Then, Jesus came to be baptized by John. In this story, the Holy Spirit is represented by the 
dove. 
This act of baptism became an important part of following Jesus. In Acts 19:1-7, Paul traveled to 
Ephesus. When he met disciples there, he asked if they had received the Holy Spirit, and they 
said they had not, they had John’s baptism. Paul told them about Jesus and he baptized the 
disciples in the name of Jesus, and with that, the Holy Spirit came down on them. (Acts 19:6) 
 
Do you remember your baptism? Or do you remember watching one? The baptismal font is in 
the front of the sanctuary at Christ the Servant. Often, it is babies who are baptized at our 
church, but any one can be baptized, at any age. As part of the service, the pastor pours water 
on the head of the person to be baptized. While pouring the water, the pastor says the words, 
“I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  
And we know from the gospel of Mark, God the Father; his son, Jesus; and the Holy Spirit, in the 
form of the dove, were all present at Jesus’ baptism. And they are present at our baptism, just 
like at the baptism described in Acts. 
 
Activity: 
Make a book to document the baptism of Jesus. 

1. Fold a piece of construction in half, to make a book. 
2. Open the paper and make three light folds. Make the bottom one bigger than the top 

two.  
3. In the top box, one the left side of the paper, write: God the Father, Mark 1:11. 

On the right side of the paper, draw or make a picture of a cloud or sun and write the 
words, “You are my son, who I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

4. In the next box, on the left side of the paper, write: The Holy Spirit, Mark 1:10. 
On the right side of the paper, draw or make a picture of a dove. 
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5. In the bottom box, on the left side of the paper, write: Jesus, Mark 1:9. 
On the right side of the paper, draw or make a picture of a Jesus being baptized in the 
river. 

6. Close the book and carefully cut the book so that there are three flaps on the cover of 
the book. On those flaps, write: The Baptism of Jesus. 

7. Then you can open each flap individually, to see who is being shown in the picture, or 
open all the flaps to see the whole story. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


