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Those bringing you today’s service include: 

 

Phillip Carl, Pastor 

Susan McCormick, Minister of Music 

Barbara Fielding, Lay Assistant 

Peter Bouwma, Videographer 

Shannon Melideo, Online Greeter  

 

 

PRELUDE       Allein auf Gottes Wort - Paul Claussnitzer 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN      Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee,  

God of glory, Lord of love!  

Hearts unfold like flow’ rs before thee, praising 

thee, their sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and 

sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. Giver of 

immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.  

2.  All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and 

    heaven reflect thy rays,  

stars and angels sing around thee, center of 

unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and 

mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, Chanting 

bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.  

 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 98)             The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

       And also with you.         

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 

your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 

joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:10-13  

 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 
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 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that 

he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 

birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 

had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 

path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 

on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 

one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION        Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier - Bach 

 

SERMON       
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HYMN OF THE DAY     The Trees of the Field 

 

1. You shall go out with joy, and be let forth 

with peace, And the mountains and the hills 

will break forth before you. There’ll be 

shouts of joy and the trees of the fields Will 

clap, will clap their hands.  

2. And all the trees in the fields will clap their 

hands, The trees in the fields will clap their 

hands, The trees of the fields will clap their 

hands While you go out in joy.

 

OFFERTORY      For the Beauty of the Earth - arr John Carter 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 

praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING (ELW p. 114)   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 

 

1.  For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of 

the skies,  

For the love which from our birth over and 

around us lies:  

 

Refrain: Christ, our God, to thee we raise this 

our sacrifice of praise.  

2. For the wonder of each hour of the day and 

of the night,  

Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and 

moon and stars of light:  

 

      Refrain

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 115)   Go in peace! Celebrate! Think! Serve! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Sonata VI - 2nd mvt - Christian Gottlob Neefe 
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