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 I’ve always been fascinated by the events portrayed in today’s 

gospel.  Jesus was sending out his disciples in pairs to do ministry and 

gives them very explicit instructions.  The only thing they were to take 

along was a staff.  No food.  No money.  No extra clothing.  If they were not 

welcome in a place they were to shake the dust off their sandals as a 

testimony against that place. What was Jesus up to with this set of 

instructions?  What message was he sending to people?  What message is 

he sending to us? 

 Well, the first thing that is significant about sending out his disciples 

is the fact that he sent them out!  All by themselves!  Up to then they had 

been followers only.  They watched, listened, and learned.  But now they 

were to go out and do the things that Jesus had done – to speak the Word 

of God, to heal, to confront evil. To liberate.  Who were these folks?  Just 

folks!  Fisherman.  One was a tax collector.  Plan every day people.  But 

they were people who were empowered by Christ. 

 We are, too!  At baptism we were given the gifts of forgiveness, 

deliverance, and salvation.  We have God’s word.  We have Christ with us.  

We have all we need!    

 The second significant thing about this is that Jesus sent them out 

without baggage and a lot of extra stuff to take care of.  He wanted them to 

be able to go right then and always be able to pick up and go on to the next 
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place when the time was right.  There was a real sense of urgency in these 

instructions.  The need was NOW and the work couldn’t wait. 

 I can just hear the response today, can’t you?  “No, no, God.  You’ve 

got the wrong person here.  I’m just a regular old mind-my-own-business 

kind of person.  I work in an office and, with the commute, don’t have 

hardly enough time to myself.  I can’t really change my life much right 

now.  Besides, the kids are still in school and I’m making payments on the 

Tesla.  And have you seen the condition of my deck?  Who’s going to paint 

that if I’m out doing heck-knows-what. 

 Sometimes doing Christ’s ministry means having to uproot all those 

things and start wholly new doing something different in a different place.  

Over half the students in our seminaries did not come to seminary right 

out of college.  They were working in other professions and were called to 

the ministry.  Many took pay cuts to do it. 

 Most of us, however, aren’t called upon to sell the house and move to 

Haiti to work among the poor or enroll in seminary.  I think, though, what 

God is asking of us is spontaneity – to be able to respond when needed.  

God call on us to be spontaneous people.  And impulsive!  Hey, that can be 

a positive trait.  God wants us to be impulsive people, to just jump right in 

when the spirit moves us. 

 There is another aspect to this mission-training session Jesus 

conducts with his disciples which is hidden.  Consider the fact that Jesus 

called together his twelve just after that unfortunate incident in his home 

town of Nazareth – that incident in which some of the local townspeople 

got offended when this home town boy had the audacity to teach in the 

synagogue.  It wasn’t necessarily what he said, but just “where does this 

locally-grown son-of-a-carpenter get off coming back home and talking 

like that.   
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 So, Jesus had been rejected.  But what was his response to this 

rejection?  Was it to pull in him arms and lay low for awhile?  No.  It was 

to expand his ministry, to be involved with the people more, to extend all 

that he was doing to more people in more places.  This says a lot to us.  It 

says that we ought not give up when the going gets rough.  It says that, 

when people don’t like us, we should not hate them back, but rather 

should love them more.  It says that the work of God cannot be halted for a 

few narrow-minded individuals. 

 When Jesus ran into small-minded attitudes he expanded his 

ministry.  He got more people involved, doing a greater ministry, reaching 

more people in more places.   I’ve been thinking a lot about that church 

council installation service I grabbed off the shelf in a hurry last week, the 

one written in the 1950’s.  The installation service assumed that all the 

council members would be men.  But we were installing a council of six 

women and one man!  The other thing which stuck out like a sore thumb 

was the admonition that our council members should be about the business 

of  maintaining discipline and excluding – excluding the unrepentant and 

impenitent. What a small-minded concept.  It was as if, “We are putting 

you in charge of our club.  Keep the members in line and be careful who 

you let in.” But Jesus was saying to his disciples,  “Search out the ones who 

don’t fit in.  Confront unclean spirits.”   

 Where is Jesus sending us today?  What are the unclean spirits?  In 

Jesus’ day, unclean spirits were demons.  Maybe today an unclean spirit is 

demonization – that is, seeing those who don’t think the way we think as 

demons.  A case in point would be the demonizing teaching our children 

the history of racial injustice in the United States.  That whole effort to 

white-wash our history is an unclean spirit.    



 4 

 Maybe you’ve heard me say too many times recently that falsehood 

is an unclean spirit.  This unclean spirit would put truth aside.   It would 

say that reason is something only the elites practice… that  science is an 

effort by someone to put something over on us.  Black is white and the sun 

comes up in the west.  I guess you’ve heard me say it so often recently 

because it is so rampant recently.  Indeed, it is an unclean spirit and Jesus 

sends us out to confront it.  It is truly demonic. 

 Finally, Jesus gave his disciples the power to proclaim the gospel.  

This power he gives us as well.  But proclaiming the gospel doesn’t mean 

telling people that “Jesus saves.”  That word “saves” has become fraught 

with meanings Jesus never intended.  Try substituting the word,  

“liberates.”  It comes closer.  Jesus liberates.   Not only does Jesus liberate 

us from sin, death and evil, but he liberates us from falsehood, small-

mindedness, bigotry, racism, sexism, homophobia – the real demons which 

come out to torment us today. 

 Jesus called them.  He calls us.  He empowered them.  He empowers 

us, and he blesses us, and he loves us.  That’s good news.  That’s the 

gospel! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  


