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Matthew 10:24-39 

 

  

 Once, not long ago, a certain pastor was leaving the grocery store with 

some supplies for his family’s evening meal.  Outside in the parking lot he 

noticed a woman in her car trying to back out of a narrow spot.  The pastor set 

his bag down on the pavement and got the woman’s attention by waving and 

waving.  He then proceeded, with dramatic arm gestures and directions, to assist 

the woman in backing her car out of the spot.  Feeling quite smug and self-

satisfied for his good deed he picked up his bag and strode over to the car where 

the woman had opened her window and was motioning to him.  He leaned down 

into the car about to introduce himself and the woman said,  “Friend, that was 

thoughtful and all but the truth is that I was trying to get in to the spot, not out.” 

 It seems like there are times in life when we arrive on the scene, thinking 

we know what’s going on around us.  We arrive, clear in our minds that this 

situation is well in hand and we’re just the ones to take charge and manage it.  

And then reality steps in.  We find, in fact, that not only are we out of touch with 

what’s happening, we may even have gone and stepped on someone’s toes or 

otherwise upset the apple card because – truth be told – we were clueless.  

Clueless. 

 It seems as if today’s gospel is addressing a clueless people.  Here we can 

relate.  We Christians wonder about doing our level best to be good Christians 

doing the thing that’s right.  We wander about, working hard, giving our time, 

talents, and resources to build what we think is a nice, pleasant, Christian 

community: a good place where people don’t argue, where everyone likes 
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everyone else, and where there are always enough people to do whatever needs 

done. 

 It’s difficult to escape this pervasive myth of so-called nice people in so-

called nice Christian communities trying to live up to the very strange 

expectations of being nice.  Where on earth does this come from? 

 Well, it’s safe to say that it doesn’t come from our gospel reading for this 

morning.  Because we pastors are just as invested as you in the so-called nice 

Christianity, this morning’s gospel is one we like to avoid.  It ranks up there with 

preaching about divorce!  Most of us, if we were truthful, would just as soon 

leave this part out of the Bible, or at least the lectionary. 

 But there it is, staring us in the face.  Our loveable, gentle, huggable Jesus 

has the audacity to stand there and tell us that he didn’t come to bring peace, but 

a sword!  What are we supposed to do with this?  What are we supposed to do 

with a Jesus who tells us that he has come to set people against one another?  Is 

this the Jesus that you have come to know?  Is this the Jesus with whom you 

want a “personal relationship”?  This Jesus says he wants to break up families!  

He wants to “set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law”!  Is this a Jesus that supports 

“family values”? 

 This is all very troubling.  Not only does this Jesus want to break the peace 

and smash families, he also says that if we love our parents more than him we’re 

not worthy of him.  It’s easy to see why a lot of folks would rather simply pass 

over this scripture.  This just goes against our pervasive myth of a gentle, loving 

Jesus. 

What could possibly explain this invasion into an otherwise acceptable picture of 

Jesus as the quintessential nice guy?   
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 Could it be that Jesus is not trying to say that he’s here to bring war and 

disruption, but is instead describing what will happen if we are faithful in 

following his teachings?    Think about it.  If we truly followed the teachings of 

Jesus, especially the Sermon on the Mount, what would happen to us?  If we gave 

away all our material goods to the poor, if we brought homeless men and women 

into our own homes.  If we actually made an effort to love our enemies and to 

pray for those who abused us, if we really worked at living out these teachings, 

what would happen? 

 Imagine your family’s reaction if you sold everything you own and gave it 

to Cornerstones to help house the homeless.  I doubt that behavior would be met 

with overwhelming approval.  Imagine if your family came home to find fifteen 

or twenty homeless people laid out in sleeping bags in the living room?  Imagine 

if you invited that loudmouth bully from the other political party over for dinner 

with your family?  We could continue this list! 

 Contrary to what some Christians would have you believe, following the 

Christian life is not a ticket to well-being and prosperity.  It is really the opposite.  

Again, if you did all the things Jesus asks us to do in the Sermon on the Mount, 

you would be labeled a trouble-maker. 

 Now that we have gotten in touch with some of the consequences of faithful 

living, the inevitable question arises.  What will we do?  Will we look at church as 

a place to get away from conflict and unpleasantness … a church that resembles 

a religious social club more than a community of Christians redeemed by God’s 

love in Christ?  What will we do? 

 Maybe that opening story of the pastor who was trying to get the woman 

out of the parking spot rather than in has another meaning to it.  What if it 

really is the job of church leaders to get people out of their parking spot, out of 

their comfort zone, out of the place where they just like to come to a stop?  What 
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if it really is the job of church leaders to wave their arms, point here, point there, 

and say, “Come this way!  This is where the need is?  You need to move out of 

you comfort zone and keep the wheels moving.”  Maybe it is the job of church 

leaders to lead and direct.   

 I became attracted to this congregation because it was apparent to me that 

we are not a congregation which shies away from reality.  We do not resemble a 

religious social club.    We are not afraid to address issues which oppress people, 

whether that be supporting the Black Lives Matter Movement or the Reconciling 

in Christ movement, or in serving the hungry, the elderly, and the homeless.  We 

welcome the Sermon on the Mount challenge.  We take issues head on.  I am 

proud of this community of faith. 

 As we go forward, I hope that we never return to business as usual.  As we 

seek new ways to serve and as we confront the hard problems like systemic 

racism and homophobia, I hope that we do so from an open commitment to the 

teachings of Jesus.  Let’s continue to be bold in our witness.  Let it be from 

faithfulness.  Let I be from wonder and joy.  But, whatever it is that we do going 

forward, let us do it loudly, proudly, and boldly in Jesus’ name. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  


