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Epiphany of Our Lord: Matthew 2: 1-12        

  

The Three Wisemen visit Jesus. On Epiphany we celebrate when Jesus, the Messiah, is shown to 

the gentiles. The word “epiphany” means an appearance or manifestation, particularly of a 

divine being or an unexpected discovery or understanding.  

In today’s lesson, wise men from the East followed a star that led them to Jerusalem. The star 

was not a usual star. It was bigger and brighter than the other stars and it led them through a 

long journey to find Jesus. The Bible does not specifically say that there were only three wise 

men; however, artists have often portrayed this story with three. We do not know for sure 

where they came from, how old they were, or their names.  Sometimes they are called 

Melchor, Caspar, and Balthazar, but this appears to have started with people telling the story 

versus written in scripture. They were respected men who searched for the Messiah, and when 

they found Him, they worshiped Him.  

The wise men travel to Jerusalem following the star. They asked people in the town if they 

knew where to find the Messiah, king of the Jews. King Herod heard about this and he became 

very worried. He spoke with the wise men and asked them to find Jesus and then report back to 

him. Herod pretended that he wanted to worship Jesus, too. This was a trick so that Herod 

would be able stop Jesus from being a greater king than himself.  

The wise men found Jesus and presented Him with their presents: gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. Gold was fit for a king, frankincense was used in temple worship, and myrrh was used 

for anointing people and for preparing bodies for burial. The gifts also give us hints about Jesus’ 

life to come.  

The wise men had a dream in which God told them not to go back and talk to Herod. They 

listened to God and returned home another way.  

The wise men were from outside the Jewish community. The Bible uses them to show that God 

loves everyone: Jew, Gentile, people of different races, nationalities, those outside our usual 

circle.  

 



Activity:  Make an origami star to represent the star that led the wise men to Jesus. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIiqBRRVwjo  
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